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Rhode Island Coalition Against Gun Violence Announces 

Endorsements for the 2020 General Assembly Election 
 

RICAGV endorsed candidates support reducing injuries and death from gun violence in Rhode Island and 
support policies banning the sale and use of large-capacity magazines, banning the sale and use of 
military-style assault weapons, making sure only law enforcement officers are allowed to carry firearms on K-12 
school properties, and strengthening our licensing and storage laws. 
 
The Rhode Island Coalition Against Gun Violence has endorsed 60 candidates in the upcoming 
elections - 37 candidates in the House and 23 in the Senate.  
 
Our Coalition has been working to save lives from gun violence since 2013. Our partner organizations have 
grown to 115 organizations representing over 120,000 Rhode Islanders. Over a dozen of our partners are 
youth-led groups and others encompass medical, faith, social service, arts, and education organizations. 
 
Legislative successes this year include passing a bill that bans the sale and use of ghost guns and 3-D printed 
guns and another bill that ensures hometown Police Chiefs review new gun purchases. These successes are 
due to the increasing numbers of legislators who not only support but strongly advocate for these bills. For the 
first time, there were 42 co-sponsors in the House and 21 in the Senate on our top priority legislation to ban 
high capacity magazines. The high-capacity magazine bill did not get hearings due to the pandemic this year 
which makes it increasingly important to re-elect champions and elect new supporters to continue the 
momentum.  
 
A March 2020 poll of Rhode Island voters found that nearly two-thirds of respondents follow gun safety issues 
and they consider a candidate’s stand on gun safety issues when they vote. There is majority support for a 
number of proposals including: 
 

● Banning large-capacity magazines - 71.5 % 
● Banning military-style assault weapons- 70.5 % 
● 88.3% indicated that they support licensing for handgun owner 
● 77.2 % support registration of rifles and shotguns 

 
Rhode Islanders support these policy initiatives, and with the alarming increase in gun sales across the country 
and here in Rhode Island in response to the COVID-19 crisis, our work is more urgent than ever. A March 20th 
letter from the RI Police Chiefs’ Association indicated that the Warwick and Richmond police departments were 
overrun with firearm applications during the month of March. In April, Rhode Island had the highest percentage 
increase, year-over-year of background checks for gun purchases in the country.  
 
As we have seen in the recent November 2019 elections in Virginia, gun safety is a top issue for voters and 
voters decided, by large margins, on candidates based upon their position on gun issues. This issue topped 
jobs and the economy, and health care. We know that Rhode Islanders overwhelmingly support gun safety 
issues and we want to continue to support our champions in both the house and senate on these issues. 
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2020 Rhode Island General Assembly Endorsed Candidates 
RICAGV will be issuing other endorsements in Federal and citywide races shortly.  For more information about the Rhode Island 

Coalition Against Gun Violence please visit our website at ​www.ricagv.org. 
 

Rhode Island House 
Edith  H. Ajello​  (District 1) 
Christopher Blazejewski ​(District 2) 
Moira Walsh​  (District 3)  
Rebecca Kislak​ (District 4)  
Marcia Ranglin-Vasssell ​ (District 5) 
Angel Subervi ​ (District 7) 
John Lombardi​  (District 8) 
Anastasia Williams ​(District 9) 
Scott Slater​ (District 10) 
Grace Diaz ​(District 11) 
Jose Batista ​(District 12) 
Brandon Potter​ (District 16) 
Arthur Handy​  (District 18) 
Joseph McNamara​ (District 19) 
Patricia Serpa​ (District 27) 
Justine Caldwell​ (District 30) 
Julie Casimiro​ (District 31) 
Robert Craven ​(District 32) 
Carol Hagan McEntee​ (District 33) 
Teresa Ann Tanzi​ (District 34) 
Kathleen Fogarty​ (District 35) 
Megan Cotter​ (District 39) 
Melinda Lopez​ (District 43) 
John Lyle, Jr​. (District 46) 
Joshua Giraldo​ (District 56) 
Karen Alzate​ (District 60) 
Leonela Felix​ (District 61) 
Katherine Kazarian ​(District 63) 
Brianna Henries​ (District 64) 
Liana Cassar​ (District 66) 
Jason Knight​ (District 67) 
June Speakman​ (District 68) 
Susan Donovan​ (District 69) 
Michelle McGaw​ (District 71) 
Terri Cortvriend​ (District 72) 
Deborah Ruggiero ​(District 74) 
Lauren Carson​ (District 75) 

Rhode Island Senate 
Mary Ellen Goodwin​ (District 1) 
Ana Quezada​ (District 2) 
Gayle Goldin​ (District 3) 
Sam Bell​ (District 5) 
Harold Metts​ (District 6) 
Sandra Cano​ (District 8) 
John Burke​ (District 9) 
Walter Felag​ (District 10) 
James Seveney​ (District 11) 
Louis DiPalma​ (District 12) 
Dawn Euer​ (District 13) 
Valarie Lawson​ (District 14) 
Megan Kallman​ (District 15) 
Jonathan Acosta ​(District 16) 
William Conley, Jr​. (District 18) 
Melissa Murray​ (District 24) 
Joshua Mille​r (District 28) 
Mark McKenney​ (District 30) 
Cynthia Armour Coyne​ (District 32) 
Jennifer Douglas​ (District 34) 
Bridget Valverde​ ( District 35) 
Alana DiMario​ (District 36) 
Maggie Kain​ (District 37) 
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